
List of things to do in WNC 

Biltmore Estate (http://www.biltmore.com/). The world’s largest private residence is open year-round 
and offers something for everyone, including hiking, biking, dining, shopping, wine-tasting, and seasonal 
exhibits in the breathtaking Biltmore House itself. 

Grandfather Mountain (http://www.grandfather.com/). Enjoy the views from this scenic nature 
preserve as you come face to face with the region’s most splendid flora and fauna. Other activities 
include woodcarving exhibitions, a natural history museum, and guided tours of the park’s outstanding 
natural displays. 

Mount Mitchell (http://www.ncparks.gov/mount-mitchell-state-park/). Stand atop the highest point in 
the United States east of the Mississippi River! The state park containing Mount Mitchell’s peak offers a 
variety of outdoor activities, including hiking and camping, just off the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Chimney Rock (http://www.chimneyrockpark.com/). This state park, just a half hour’s drive outside of 
Asheville, offers hiking trails, ideal picnic locations, and camp sites in addition to the stunning 75-mile 
view available from the top of Chimney Rock itself. 

Lake Lure (http://www.townoflakelure.com/). Nestled amidst Western North Carolina’s rolling hills, 
Lake Lure offers the perfect place for swimming, boating, fishing, and other outdoor activities, all against 
the backdrop featured in Dirty Dancing and other films. 

The City of Asheville (http://www.exploreasheville.com/). What mountain town offers art, music, and 
restaurant scenes better than most cities ten times its size, along with incomparable access to outdoor 
activities ranging from day hikes to zipline tours through mile-high forest canopies? Whether you’re into 
yoga, yurts, or yakisoba, Asheville has something for you. 

Asheville Breweries. Explore Asheville’s most well-known beverage scene by stopping in at one or more 
of its signature breweries, from the classics like Highland to the relative newcomers like Hi-Wire. The list 
of breweries includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Highland Brewing Company (http://highlandbrewing.com/) 
• Catawba Brewing Company (http://catawbabrewing.com/) 
• Wedge Brewing Company (http://wedgebrewing.com/) 
• Sierra Nevada (http://www.sierranevada.com/blog/north-carolina-brewery/) 
• Green Man Brewery (http://greenmanbrewery.com/) 
• Asheville Brewing Company (http://ashevillebrewing.com/) 
• Hi-Wire Brewing (http://hiwirebrewing.com/) 

Appalachian Trail (http://www.appalachiantrail.org/). Stretching over 2000 miles from the middle of 
Maine to the hills of North Georgia, the AT offers hikers a route through some of the nation’s most 
beautiful countryside. Nearly 96 miles of the trail lie in North Carolina, including stops at Hot Springs, 
Max Patch, and Clingman’s Dome. 

Blue Ridge Parkway (http://www.blueridgeparkway.org/). At 469 miles, the Blue Ridge Parkway is the 
longest linear park in the country. Winding through the hills of Virginia and North Carolina, the parkway 
grants easy access to hiking trails, campsites, and opportunities to explore the surrounding wilderness. 
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Hot Springs (http://www.nchotsprings.com/). This small town in Western North Carolina, whose 
downtown is cut in tow by the Appalachian Trail, is home to the famous mineral spas where you can 
enjoy a soak, a massage, and other pampering amenities.  

Oconaluftee, a historic Cherokee village (http://www.cherokeehistorical.org/village.html/). You’ll take a 
trip through time when you visit this living history site maintained by the Eastern Band of the Cherokee 
Indians. 

NASCAR Hall of Fame (http://www.nascarhall.com/). If you’re into speed, downtown Charlotte is the 
place to be. The NASCAR Hall of Fame features exhibits detailing the history and personality of this 
spectacular sport. 

North Carolina Music Hall of Fame (https://northcarolinamusichalloffame.org/). Located just minutes 
outside of Charlotte in Kannapolis, this attraction pays homage to the giants of the state’s rich musical 
history, including legendary North Carolinians ranging from Nina Simone to Doc Watson. 

Discovery Place (http://discoveryplace.org/). Bringing the wee ones along? Charlotte’s museum of the 
natural and social science is geared toward kids but is fun for everyone, with interactive exhibits and 
thrilling IMAX features exploring all corners of our wonderful world. 
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